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STUDENT HANDBOOK

(Adapted from the National History Day web-site)

The Imagine Kissimmee Charter Academy (IKCA) History Fair will be held on October 12th at Imagine Kissimmee Charter Academy. All students in grades 1st -8th grade MUST  participate in the schools history fair.

WHY DO A HISTORY FAIR PROJECT? A history fair project allows you to participate in the research process, understand research methods, and develop skills in writing, oral presentation, creative thinking and problem solving.  Explore a subject that interests you and stimulates your curiosity.  You are the historian. HAVE FUN!

CONFUSED ABOUT GETTING STARTED? Getting a topic requires some thought.  Try looking through journals and magazines like Natural History, The History Channel, National Geographic, Consumer Reports, or News periodicals.  The internet is also an excellent source of ideas and information.  Choose a topic that interests you and then decide how you can complete your project that deals with this topic.  Think how this project might have had an impact on the world and its inhabitants.  Questioning is probably the most important part of historic research and is often followed by an “if...then” statement. Choose a limited subject, ask a question, and identify or define a problem.  

WHAT’S NEXT? Decide what type of project suits your needs.

1.
A written report explaining the topic and its impact.  

2.
A presentation board for a visual story.

3.
A live performance bringing your topic to life.

4.
A web-site full of information.

5.
A documentary to explain the topic

Reminder: A history project IS NOT a book report, a demonstration or simply building a model! Students must explore the who what when where why and how of the topic.

THEN. The student should ask if he/she has the necessary time, money, equipment, computer, technical expertise, etc. necessary to see the project through to its conclusion.

IMPORTANT! All projects MUST include the following 3 components:

     I.      Appropriate format material 

II.    Bibliography 

III.   Process paper

Project Ideas

People or Events


Examples abound of individuals who took a stand in history or events in which people took a stand for something they believed. Students may identify people who are known only locally or who are relatively obscure, or they may turn to nationally and internationally famous figures from history like South African President Nelson Mandela. Similarly, students might choose to focus on a little-known local or regional incident or they may choose a topic such as the Fall of the Berlin Wall that had national or worldwide impact and is mentioned in their history textbooks.


The biggest challenge for students who focus on specific people or events is to move beyond biography and description. Students might use an overarching question about why people took their stand to keep the project focused on context and historical significance. Most reasons for taking a stand can be assigned to one of the following three categories: taking an ideological stand to speak out about beliefs and opinions; taking a defensive stand against something perceived to be a personal threat or public menace; or taking a protective stand on behalf of another person or group of people who are unable to defend themselves. 

Ideas


Selecting a topic related to issues or ideology will lead a student to emphasize the ideas component of this year's theme. Perhaps a student might look at a reform movement (for example, the early American women's suffrage movement or the more recent movement to return rights and land to aboriginal peoples in Australia), or examine shifts in thinking about religion, economics, political thought or even a combination (for example, the intersection of civil rights reform and the labor movement in twentieth century America). The student exploring an ideological topic will want to research the underlying issues, contrasting views about those issues, and the people involved in the movement.


This year's theme also offers students the rather unusual opportunity to explore the concept that not making a decision is actually a passive form of choice: the choice of inaction. A student might choose a topic involving a situation where a person or group failed to take a stand when they might reasonably have been expected to act. 

Strategies or Methods


In the third approach, rather than focusing on people, events, or ideological issues, students might choose as their topic the type of method or strategy used to take a stand. In some situations, people literally took a stand – the witness stand – by testifying in a court of law. Other ways of taking a stand include writing letters to public officials; publishing articles and editorials in newspapers, magazines, and elsewhere; lobbying political leaders; or lecturing or speaking out in a variety of public forums. An individual might even take a stand by running for public office, so that after getting elected they can work in support of their favored causes. Participating in mass action, whether through strikes, sit-ins, demonstrations, or marches, is another method that could provide possible topics related to Taking a Stand in History. Last but not least, violent forms of taking a stand (e.g., fighting for one's country in a war, or participating in a riot to protest existing conditions) offer other possible topics.


Another aspect of looking at strategies is to examine the scope and geographical focus. Was this an effort to effect change nationally, or was the stand related to local issues and/or local changes? Who was involved in taking the stand — was it one person acting alone or a few people acting together? Looking at how a group of people managed to take a stand, even when group members were separated by miles and language can provide students with fascinating avenues of analysis. 

Category descriptions

Web-sites: A historical web site is a collection of web pages, interconnected with hyperlinks, that presents primary and secondary sources, interactive multimedia, and historical analysis. Your web site should be an accumulation of research and argument that incorporates textual and non-textual (photographs, maps, music, etc.) description, interpretation, and multimedia sources to engage and inform viewers about your chosen historical topic. (1-3 persons)

Documentary: Historical documentaries present information about an event, person, place or idea from the past through a ten minute presentation that showcases documents, images, photographs, and actual footage of the topic you are researching. Your documentary needs to have both primary and secondary research but also be an original production. 1-3 persons)

Written report: History papers present information and analyze an event, person, place or idea from the past in writing. Although you might attach a map, chart or photograph that you refer to in your paper, you will rely mainly on words. Writing a paper is a chance to tell what you know and what you think about a part of the past.  (1 person)

Display board: Historical exhibition presents information about an event, person, place, or idea from the past by physically displaying documents, images, or objects. We often see such exhibits at museums, but they are also presented at many other places such as archives, historic sites, park visitor centers, classrooms, and even airports and train stations. For your History Fair project, you will tell the story of your research through historic photographs, maps, drawings and other interesting objects. (1 person)

Live performance: A performance is a live, dramatic presentation of your topic's significance in history. You may perform individually or as part of a group. A performance should be a scripted portrayal based on research of your chosen topic. Your script should be structured on a thesis statement, supporting statements, and a conclusion. Your performance should have dramatic appeal, but not at the expense of historical information. (1-4 Persons)

Student Documentation Form
Name________________________________   Homeroom Teacher __________________

Category: Circle One
Web-site

Documentary

Written report

Display board

Live performance


Purpose (the statement that explains why you are choosing this topic): ___________________________________________________________________________

 (the question you will be investigating shouldn’t be answered with a yes or no):


Category you will be using: 


Length of time (approximately) the presentation will take? 


Parent Signature:  ______________________________________________________________

**Teacher Approval: ________________________________Date:


Comments: 


History Fair Project Classroom Timeline and rubric for classroom grades

EXAMPLE

Student’s Name ___________________________

Category ________________________________

CLASS GRADING SHEET: Each item will be graded and points will be deducted for lateness (1 pt. each day late). These grades are entered into grade book as class assignment grades. The final draft is a “project” grade.

	Date Due*September 3rd
	Part Due:  Each item must be typed;

double-spaced in 12-14 font
	Total Points 
	Points Earned/Grade
	Comments

	September 3rd
	Topic and project type submitted to teacher for approval. 
	5
	
	

	September 8th
	Student Documentation Form

Project work submitted to teacher for review
	5
	
	

	September 22nd
	Project work submitted to teacher for review (Bibliography/Process Paper)
	5
	
	

	October 6th
	Final Project due.
	15
	
	

	October 12th
	History Fair
	5
	
	





 History Fair Project Reference Worksheet

                   


(Use Information for Bibliography)

1. Author(s) Last name, First name 


Title of magazine or book 


Publisher 


Volume______________Title of Article 


Place of Publication ________________________Date of Publication __________Pages 


Library ___________________ Library call number ________  Summary 


2. Author(s) Last name, First name 


Title of magazine or book 


Publisher 


Volume______________Title of Article 


Place of Publication ________________________Date of Publication __________Pages 


Library ___________________ Library call number ________ Summary 


3. Author(s) Last name, First name 


Title of magazine or book 


Publisher 


Volume______________Title of Article 


Place of Publication ________________________Date of Publication __________Pages 


Library ___________________ Library call number ________ Summary 


4. Author(s) Last name, First name 


Title of magazine or book 


Publisher 


Volume______________Title of Article 


Place of Publication ________________________Date of Publication __________Pages 


Library ___________________ Library call number ________ Summary 


5. Author(s) Last name, First name 


Title of magazine or book 


Publisher 


Volume______________Title of Article 


Place of Publication ________________________Date of Publication __________Pages 


Library ___________________ Library call number ________ Summary 


6. Interview Summaries:

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Information:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Information: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Information: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Annotated bibliography

An annotated bibliography is required for all categories. The annotations for each source must explain how the source was used and how it helped you understand your topic. You should also use the annotation to explain why you categorized a particular source as primary or secondary. Sources of visual materials and oral interviews, if used, must also be included.

List only those sources that you used to develop your entry. An annotation normally should be only 1-3 sentences long.

Source (example):
Bates, Daisy. The Long Shadow of Little Rock. 1st ed. New York: David McKay Co. Inc., 1962. 

Annotation (example):
Daisy Bates was the president of the Arkansas NAACP and the one who met and listened to the students each day. This first-hand account was very important to my paper because it made me more aware of the feelings of the people involved.

Process Paper

A process paper is a description of no more than 500 words explaining how you conducted your research and created and developed your entry. You must conclude your description with an explanation of how your topic relates to the theme.


A title page is required as the first page of written material in every category. Your title page must include only the title of your entry, your name(s) and the contest division and category in which you are entered. Do not include your age or grade.

The first section should explain how you chose your topic.
The second section should explain how you conducted your research.
The third section should explain how you selected your presentation category and created your project.
The fourth section should explain how your project relates to the NHD theme.

History Fair Project Bibliography

Follow the format below for the various types of resources:
	Reference Material
	How to site information

	Book
	Author(s). Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of publication

	Book with corporate author
	American Medical Association.  Diabetes in Adults. New York: Random, 1998.

	Magazine or Newspaper Article
	Johnson, Dennis. “Science is Cool.” Engineering  15 Jan 1999: 44-45.

	Article in Reference Database on CD-ROM
	“World War II.” Encarta. CD-ROM. Seattle: Microsoft, 1999

	Government Publication
	United States Department of Health and Human Services. Healthy People 2010: Understanding and Improving Health. Washington: GPO, 2000

	Interview that the student conducted
	Presley, Elvis. Personal Interview. 1 January 2004

	Sound Recording
	U2. All That You Can’t Leave Behind. Interscope, 2000

	Email
	Author. “Title of Message (if any)” Email to the author. Date of message.

	Article from a reference book
	“Science”. Encyclopedia Britannica. 1999 ed.

	Web site
	


Oral Presentation Tips

In order to have an informative thorough oral presentation, the student should do the following:


Begin by stating the title of the project.  If the student does not know the judges, he/she should introduce themselves to the judge by shaking their hands and giving his/her name.


Describe the project’s purpose, problem, and significance.


Clearly explain the procedure.  Point out pictures, diagrams, or other objects on display.  Visuals help to explain the project and help the judges to understand how much work has been done.


Describe the results.


Discuss any application or practical uses to humankind.


Include a very brief discussion on the background material.


Be sure to know and understand all the terms associated with the written report.


Limit the presentation to 3-5 minutes, and then ask the judges, “Do you have any questions?”

Write the presentation on note cards. Only refer to them, but never read word for word. 


If a judge asks you a question on something you do not know, don’t dwell on that. Discuss what you do know.


Be sure to practice the presentation.  Use family members, friends, or a mirror.


Make sure that the terms used in the presentation are pronounced properly.


Look people in the eye.


If you get nervous, it’s usually a good idea to reference pictures and graphs.


Speak clearly and slowly

Below are a few screenshots from the “Create A Graph” site.  I thought it might be helpful when assisting your child with their graphs.  Students can use a line graph to show data over a period of time, a bar graph, a circle graph, a frequency table/chart, and/or a tally chart to show their data.  There should be at least 2 graphs showing the data collected.  This is the link for the “Create A Graph” website http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/  

Line Graph
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Bar Graph 
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Circle/Pie Chart
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Bibliography Support

This link www.noodletools.com is a free site (you need to sign up to use the tools) that builds a bibliography and all your students have to do is plug in the information. 


Create a log in account


Select the type of citation (book, website, magazine, etc.)


Fill in the info.  Once you’ve completed filling in the *required areas, the citation will appear


Copy and paste it onto the Bibliography page (in alphabetical order) of your science fair written report
Rubrics 

Web site
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Written report
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Poster board (exhibit)
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Documentary
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History Fair Parent Form

Student’s Name:_________________________               Homeroom: Teacher:_________________________

Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement Form

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Please sign this document as acknowledgement that:

1.
Student has brought home the History Fair Packet.

2.
You are aware of the time line (included in the packet) that lists the items due dates.

3.
This is an individual project that is to be done at home.

4.
You are aware of the grading rubric and project rules.

Signature

Date




